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The Reagan administration is expected to delay its request to Congress for a $270 million
package of military and nonlethal aid to the Nicaraguan contras until the beginning of next year,
administration officials said Oct. 28. The delay would be contingent on Congressional approval
of new humanitarian aid in the interim, they added. The officials, who requested anonymity from
NEW YORK TIMES reporters, explained that in recent days key administration officials have
decided that it would be impossible to win passage of the new aid request if a vote were taken in
the next few weeks. In addition, the presidents of Costa Rica, El Salvador and Honduras, in separate
visits to Washington in recent weeks, have asked Reagan to delay the new aid request until after
a summit meeting of all the Central American leaders on Jan 7. Last month, Congress approved
$3.5 million in non-military aid for the contras for a 40-day period, which runs out next week. It
is not clear whether Congress will approve a new extension of non-military aid before the end of
the current session. Officials are now arguing that the contras' survival will not be threatened if
new military aid is not in the pipeline until 1988. This argument reflects a shift from just two weeks
ago, when Secretary of State George Shultz told the House Foreign Affairs Committee that Reagan
would demand that Congress provide new aid to the contras before Thanksgiving. Since then, the
administration has been advised from many quarters, including staunch conservatives in Congress,
to delay the vote. On Tuesday, Frank C. Carlucci met with Republican congressional leaders who
told him that the administration would lose badly if it pressed for a vote. In early September,
Carlucci told House leaders that the administration would seek the $270 million aid package
immediately after Sept. 30, the day the authority for funding ran out. At a press briefing Oct. 29,
White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater noted that "our concern is maintaining the viability
of the resistance as we pursue the peace process." Members of Congress, he said, have indicated
they would like more "flexibility" in terms of when the administration forwards its request, and
"we are considering that at the moment." Another White House official said that although no final
decision had been made, the administration would be willing to take a more flexible position if
Congress would agree to a compromise to approve several million dollars in new humanitarian aid
to the contras to sustain them until January. Republican Congressional leaders have also told the
administration that even if it proceeded with the request, there might not be enough time in the
current Congressional session to bring the matter to a vote because of the complicated legislative
process. They also said that House Speaker Rep. Jim Wright would not be willing to force the issue
to a vote in the House unless its defeat was certain. (Several sources, including NEW YORK TIMES,
10/29/87)
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